
New knowledge and tools to support river restoration 

Understanding the causes and con-

sequences of degradation and im-

proving restoration 

1. REFORM will improve existing 

tools and develop new ones to 

make restoration and mitigation 

measures more successful and 

cost-effective. 

2. It will improve and develop proce-

dures to monitor the biological re-

sponses to hydromorphological 

changes with greater precision 

and sensitivity. 

3. It will provide information through 

a restoration WIKI. 

4. First results will be available early 

2013 to support the formulation of 

the Programmes of Measures for 

the second round of RBMPs. 

Restoring river ecosystems across 

Europe. REFORM will address the 

challenges in reaching the ecologi-

cal objectives for rivers set forth in 

the EU Water Framework Directive. 

It is a four-year integrated research 

project (2011-2015). 

www.reformrivers.eu 
Contact person: Dr. Tom Buijse (Deltares)
tom.buijse@deltares.nl 

This research has received funding from the 
European Union’s Seventh Framework Pro-
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Many European rivers have been regu-

lated to support flood protection, navi-

gation, freshwater supply, and hydro-

power production. Insufficient knowl-

edge is available about the ecological 

impacts of these hydromorphological 

modifications including about whether 

they can be effectively reversed or miti-

gated.  
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Twenty-five partners 

from fourteen coun-

tries are contributing 

to REFORM’s suc-

cess.  

REFORM’s communication objective is to increase 

awareness about the need for river restoration as 

well as an appreciation of its benefits and future po-

tential.  

REFORM connects knowledge and know-how regarding natural functio-

ning, degradation and restoration of rivers to optimize river basin mana-

gement. 

REFORM will support the WFD and other EU Directives to improve river health 


